EXAMINATIONS ENGLAND

Anglia Examinations
Preliminary Level
Speaking Test
Early Summer 2015

Instructions for Examiners

© Anglia Examination Syndicate Ltd. Reg. in England Co. No. 2046325
CHICHESTER COLLEGE, WESTGATE FIELDS, CHICHESTER, WEST SUSSEX, PO19 1SB, ENGLAND

These materials may not be altered or reproduced, stored in any retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, electrical,
chemical, optical, photocopying, recording or otherwise without the prior permission of the copyright owner.



LOCATION: a quiet place in the school.

DURATION: 6-11 minutes.

PARTICIPANTS: 2 students; examiner; usher.
MATERIALS: Pictures supplied; list of question words.

RECORDING: the examination is to be recorded and saved in MP3 format.
The recording is sent to Anglia Examinations, Chichester College, for
moderation.

BEFORE the candidates enter the room, record their full names, numbers
and level of the examination clearly.

AFTER the examination, the usher must ensure that the candidates do not
return to the area where candidates yet to take the test are still waiting.

Task 1: Introduction, 2 minutes maximum.

The examiner welcomes and reassures the students. The examiner invites each of
the students in turn to talk about him / herself.

Task 2: 3 minutes maximum.

The examiner shows the students a series of three narrative pictures and encourages
students to tell the story using the past tense. The examiner asks each of the
students in turn a series of questions in the past tense to act as prompts.

Task 3: 3 minutes maximum.

Information gap task, to be done as a pair. The students are given one picture each
of spot-the-difference set. They talk to each other to find where the differences are
in the two pictures. They should not show each other their pictures but question
each other to work out the differences. Question words may be provided as
prompts. If the task is not going well, however, it might be facilitated by letting
them see each other’s pictures. The candidates should not get stressed about the
facts, but take the pictures as prompts to use their English.

Task 3a: Optional Extension (where appropriate) 2-3 minutes maximum.

The examiner may ask the students to perform a chant, rhyme, song or poem they
know. This is optional for the students. Stay cheerful and encouraging, and when the
test is over, thank the students and say, ‘Goodbye’.



Suggestions for question prompts:

Task 1: The examiner should try prompts from different categories:

1. family

Have you got any brothers and sisters?

How old are they?

Who is the eldest / youngest?

Have you got any cousins?

Where do they live?

Have you got grandparents?

Do you see them often?

Have you got any pets?

Tell me about your pets / cat / dog / hamster, etc.

2.  home

Can you describe your house?

What is your favourite place / room?

Why is it your favourite room?

Have you got a bedroom of your own or do you share it?

Which is the biggest / smallest room?

Where is the television / computer / sofa, etc? (encourage use of
prepositions of place: near, next to, in, etc.)

Have you got a garden?

What do you do in the garden?

3. free time

Task 2:

What are your hobbies?

What is your favourite sport?

What do you like watching on television?

What do you do on Saturdays? (encourage present simple)

What did you do yesterday after school / last weekend? (encourage past
simple)

Encourage past simple: Set the scene with one statement e.g. Last

Saturday Tom went to the beach.

Picture One

What was the weather like?

What did he do at the beach?

Who did Tom go to the beach with? (point to father)
How did Tom feel at the beach? (point to him smiling)



Picture Two

What happened? / What did the boy do? (point to horrid boy)
What happened to Tom’s ice cream?

How did Tom feel?

What was the weather like? (point to clouds)

Or / What happened to the sandcastle? (point to dog)
What did the other boy do?

What happened to the ice cream? (point to bird)
What was the weather like?

Or / What did the boy do / What happened to the sandcastle?
What happened to the ice cream?

How did Tom feel?

What was the weather like?

Picture Three

What happened next?

What did Tom and his dad do?
How did Tom feel?

What happened to the boy?

Or / What happened next?
What did Tom and his dad do?
What happened to the bird?
What happened to the boy?

Or / What happened next?
What did Dad buy?

How did Tom feel?

What happened to the boy?

Task 3: Possible prompts:

Ask your partner, ‘Where is the... in your picture?’
Or ‘Have you got a / an... in your picture?’
Or “What colour is the... in your picture?’

Or ‘How many... are there in your picture?’

What...?
Where...?
How many...?

Why...?
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JUNIOR, PRIMARY AND PRELIMINARY (A1) LEVELS

COMMUNICATION / CONTENT

PRONUNCIATION

RANGE OF VOCABULARY /
GRAMMATICAL ACCURACY

D The student can comfortably respond to the examiner’s
questions.

Clearly understandable
throughout the test.

The student is clearly at ease with the basic words and
grammatical structures of the level.

M The student understands the examiner most of the time

and gives a correct answer to at least half the questions.

Sufficiently adequate to be
understandable.

The student knows the basic words and grammatical structures of
the level. There may be a few errors.

P The student understands a good proportion of the
questions, and gives some right answers.

Poor, but understandable at
least half the time.

The student knows the most basic words and grammar needed for
the level although there are obvious errors / omissions.

R A combination of not answering and answering wrongly,
making communication impossible.

The student cannot be

understood most of the time.

The student knows insufficient basic words or grammar to
participate in the test.

No communication in English taking place at all.
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